In the title compound, C 15 H 13 N 3 O 4 , the two substituted benzene rings form a dihedral angle of 5.0 (3) . In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules into chains along the b axis. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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Comment
The compounds derived from the condensation reaction of aldehydes with benzohydrazides play a vital role in coordination chemistry due to their metal binding property (Sanchez-Lozano et al., 2011; Wang, 2011; Cui et al., 2011) . Moreover, most of such compounds possess effective biological activity (Zhu, 2011; Peng, 2011) . In recent years, a number of such compounds have been reported (Hashemian et al., 2011; Shalash et al., 2010) . In this paper, the title new compound, (E)-N'-(4-Methoxybenzylidene)-3-nitrobenzohydrazide, (I), is reported.
The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The bond lengths in (I) are normal and comparable with those observed in the reported structures cited above. The two substituted benzene rings form a dihedral angle of 5.0 (3)°. In the crystal, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds link molecules into one-dimensional chains along the b axis ( Fig. 2 ; Table 1 ).
Experimental 4-Methoxybenzaldehyde (0.136 g, 1 mmol), 3-nitrobenzohydrazide (0.181 g, 1 mmol), and a few drops of acetic acid were mixed in methanol (30 ml). The solution was magnetically stirred at ambient temperature for 10 min until it turned to yellow.
The solution was slowly evaporated in open air to give needle-shaped pale yellow single crystals.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å), and refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N) or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids shown at 30% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Figures
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
